FREEHOLD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

                                                   August 13, 2024
At 6:45 p.m., the Township Committee met in Mayor’s Caucus Room of the Municipal Building.  Mayor Ammiano read the following statement:

“In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was announced on January 8, 2024 by: 1.) posting a notice on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building reserved for that purpose, 2.) by mailing such notice to the offices of the official newspapers of the Township and 3.) by filing such notice with the Township Clerk”.

In Attendance:            Committeeman Cook, Committeewoman Fasano 

                                    Committeeman Preston, Committeeman Walker, and      

                                    Mayor Ammiano 
Absent: 

        None
Also, in attendance:
Mr. Valesi, Township Administrator; Mrs. Bartolomeo, 

                                      Executive Secretary; Mr. Ball Esq. Township Attorney; 
                                      Ms. Abouzeina, Municipal Clerk, Ms. Romano, Deputy 
                                      Clerk 
Mr. Cook read the following resolution:

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 of the Open Public Meetings Act permits the exclusion of the public from meetings of public bodies in certain circumstances which are set forth in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b); and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Freehold is of the opinion that such circumstances currently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Freehold as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from the discussion of any action upon the hereinafter specified matters

2. The nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:
1.    PERSONNEL
       1A.   Human Relations Council Interview- Doris Lin, Esq.  

2.  ATTORNEY -CLIENT PRIVILEGE

       2A.  Rental Properties

       2B.  Potential Problematic Uses

       2C.  Religious Exemptions 

       2D.  Affordable Housing 

       2E.  Redevelopment

     3. It is anticipated at this time the above-stated subject matter will be     

         made public approximately thirty (30) days or at such time as any  

         litigation discussed is resolved
The foregoing resolution was moved by Mr. Cook and seconded by Mr. Preston
VOTE:

AYES:       Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Ammiano
NAYS:       None

ABSENT:   None
ABSTAIN:  None

At 6:47 pm, the Township Committee adjourned to Executive Session.
Executive Session adjourned at 8:00pm.

At 8:02pm, the Regular Meeting was called to order.    

Mayor Ammiano re-read the following statement:

“In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this Meeting was announced on January 8, 2024 by: 1.) posting a notice on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building reserved for that purpose, 2.) by mailing such notice to the offices of the official newspapers of the Township and 3.) by filing such notice with the Township Clerk”
Pledge of Allegiance
In Attendance:

Committeeman Cook, Committeewoman Fasano, 
                                      Committeeman Preston, Committeeman Walker, 

                                      Mayor Ammiano 
Absent:                         None


Also in attendance:
Mr. Valesi, Township Administrator; Mrs. Bartolomeo, 

                                      Executive Secretary; Mr. Ball Esq. Township Attorney; 

                                      Ms. Abouzeina, Municipal Clerk, Ms. Romano, Deputy 

                                      Clerk 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Mr. Cook moved to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes for 7/30/2024 and seconded by Mr. Preston 
VOTE:

AYES:
Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Ammiano
NAYS: 
None

ABSENT: 
None
ABSTAIN:
None

REPORTS     
 Mrs. Abouzeina read the report of the Tax Collector for the Month of   

 July 2024:

  Net Receipt:      General Fund     
$    4,876,952.19
                          Water Account   
$       356,308,.05
                          Sewer Account   
$
799,410.81
Report – ABC Social Affair Permit – Silvermead Community Club – Annual Picnic– September 14, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ms. Abouzeina read the permit report and stated that the permit was in    

order and approved by the Chief of Police
PRESENTATIONS

Proclamation – “Overdose Awareness Day”- August 31, 2024 
Mayor Ammiano presented the Proclamation to Courtney Colford
Proclamation – “Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month” September, 2024
Deputy Mayor Cook Presented the Proclamation to Courtney Colford
Proclamation – “Charcot Marie- Tooth Disorder Awareness Month”- September, 2024  
Committee member Walker read the Proclamation, No one attended.  
OLD BUSINESS

O-24-15 – Ordinance Amending Chapter 75 (Amusements), Articles II (Coin-
                Operated Amusement Games) and III (Amusement Games with 
                Prizes or Awards) of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township 
                of Freehold, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey

Mayor Ammiano opened Ordinance O-24-15 for public hearing and asked for any comments or questions. There being no comments from the public Mr. Preston moved to closed and made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-24-15, seconded by Mr. Cook
Vote:
AYES:        Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Ammiano
NAYS:        None

ABSENT:   None
ABSTAIN:  None

O-24-16 - Ordinance Accepting Easements for Block 72, Lot 88.24
Mayor Ammiano opened Ordinance O-24-16 for public hearing and asked for any comments or questions. There being no comments from the public Mr. Walker moved to closed and made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-24-16, seconded by Mr. Preston
Vote:
AYES:        Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Ammiano
NAYS:        None

ABSENT:   None 

ABSTAIN:  None

NEW BUSINESS
R-24-202 - Resolution Approving Consolidated Bills List 

Mr. Preston read Resolution R-24-202, the Consolidated Bills List in the amount of $13,607,618.69 and moved it for adoption, seconded by Mr. Preston

Vote:
AYES:      Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Walker
NAYS:      None

ABSENT:  None

ABSTAIN: None
O-24-17 - An Ordinance Authorizing the Purchase of Block 80.10, Lot 20.01 
                Located at 559 Halls Mill Road in the Township of Freehold 

 Mr. Preston moved Ordinance O-24-17 for public hearing to the Township

Committee meeting of September 24, 2024 seconded by Mr. Walker.

Vote:
AYES:        Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Ammiano
NAYS:        None

ABSENT:   None
ABSTAIN:  None

FORMAL ACTION – CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS

Matters listed under the items of “Consent Agenda” are required to conduct the day-to-day operations of the Township, and will be enacted by one (1) motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion of any item is desired, that item will be considered separately.

R-24-203 - Resolution Extending Contract 22-15 for One (1) Additional Year for   

                  the Disposal of Leaves

R-24-204 - Resolution Authorizing the Township’s Participation in the Omnia 
                  Partners Co-Op for Fixed and Vehicle License Plate Recognition 
                  Cameras and Equipment, Contract Number 05-68 for the Police 
                  Department 

R-24-205 - Resolution Declaring an Emergency and Authorizing a Contract for 
                  The Emergency Repairs to Well No. 10 Pump

R-24-206 - Resolution Authorizing Person-To-Person and Place-To-Place   

                  Transfer of Liquor License No. 1316-33-002-006 from CS Freehold 
                  LLC, (Pocket) to Dave and Buster’s of New Jersey, LLC, d/b/a Dave 
                  & Buster’s

R-24-207 - Resolution Amending 2024 Budget (Chapter 159) to Insert 
                  Modification to the Special Item of Revenue and Appropriations for 
                  the National Opioid Settlement 

R-24-208 - Resolution Authorizing Execution of Developer’s Agreement for 
                  Halls Mill Road, LLC, Site Plan No. 526-2-23, Block 79, Lot 4 
                  Located at 550 Halls Mill Road

R-24-209 - Resolution Authorizing Execution of Developer’s Agreement for 
                  Halls Mill Road, LLC, Site Plan No. 903-1-23, Block 79, Lot 6.01, 
                  Located at 558 Halls Mill Road

Mrs. Fasano read the Consent Agenda Resolutions and moved it for adoption, seconded by Mr. Preston 
Vote:
AYES:        Mr. Cook, Mrs. Fasano, Mr. Preston, Mr. Walker, Mayor Ammiano
NAYS:        None

ABSENT:   None
ABSTAIN:  None

Motion
Mayor Ammiano made a motion to appoint Doris Lin, Esq. as a member of the Human Relations Council.

There being no further business, Mayor Ammiano asked for any comments or questions from the public. 

Mr. Keith Liuzzo, a resident of Freehold, NJ, raised concerns about the Pagans’ presence at public events, questioning the Committee about their attendance at Freehold Township Day and the Monmouth County Fair.

Mayor Ammiano responded that there were no incidents reported this year. Mr. Liuzzo questioned why the Pagans weren’t removed as they were last year, to which officials explained that only one illegal bike was impounded in the previous year, and no permit was issued to the Pagans for a vendor table this year. Mr. Liuzzo expressed frustration with Chief Baumann’s handling of the situation and called for the Chief to be reprimanded. 

Mr. Michael Murphy, a resident at 31 Schaeffer Lane, Freehold, NJ, echoed these concerns, criticizing the police response and lack of accountability. He also mentioned threats to police by Pagan members and requested better training for officers to handle gang-related incidents, aligning with Mr. Liuzzo’s call for action. Both men addressed their children present at the meeting and urged the Committee to take the matter more seriously. 

There being no further comments from the public, Mayor Ammiano asked for comments from the dais. 

Mr. Cook expressed thanks for the events covered by the committee while he was away. 

No further comments from the dais.
Mayor Ammiano Adjourned the Meeting at 8:35 pm
__________________________________________
Sanabel Abouzeina, Township Clerk
